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The purpose of this memorandumis to remnd Indian Health Service and tri bal
Eovernmant enpl oyees of the IHS policy concerning |obbying activities.
ederal law prohibhits the use of federal funds by federal enployees for the
purpose of engaging in lobbying to influence Congressional |egislation.

The Prohi bition on the use of funds to influence Congressional action applies
to all funds available for use by the Indian Health Service, to include
contracts, grants, or cooperative agreenents.

In particular, no part of the appropriated money may be used to an for the
mai [ing of material to a Congressional member. “Per 18 U.S.C. 1913"(62 Stat.
7921, be%l ng wth Appropriated Mzn%y, this woul d include any personal
service, advertisement, telegram telephone, letter, printed or witten
matter, or any other device intended to influence legislation. IHS enployees,
contractors, and tribal menbers are prohibited fromusing |etterhead
stationary, envelopes, or postage to pay for |obbying activities. In

addi tion, government equiPment such as typewiters, conputers, or xerox
machi nes may not be used for |obbying activities.

The penalties inposed for violation of this statute include a fine of $500
and/or inprisonment of one year, and removal from enploynment or office.

It is also IHS policy that the Director, IHS, shall be notified inmediately in
witing of all requests received fromor comunicated to Congressional

Comm ttees and their staff, individual Congressmen and their staff, tribal
representatives, and any other interested parties that solicit an increase or
decrease in appropriations affecting the Indian people or Indian Health
Service prograns.

Further policy guidance may be obtained in IHS Grculars # 80-3, Lobbying and

# 71-2, Appearances Before OonEressmnal Comm ttees. Should you have
guesuons, please contact M. Edgar Caster,” Director, Division of Mnagenent
olicy, FTS 443-2546.
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